
Keeping the Lawyers Happy, 

Keeping the Developers Happy, 

and Making Your Boss Happier 

Dave Stokes 
MySQL Community Manager 
Oracle Corporation 
david.stokes@oracle.com     @Stoker 
elephantanddolphin.blogger.com 

mailto:david.stokes@oracle.com


History 
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MySQL 

-1995 - Startup for someone who could not afford Oracle DB 
-Becomes the M in the LAMP stack 
-Send in a patch, get a job 
-Sold to Sun for $1,000,000,000 
-Sun sold to Oracle 
-Life is very good at Oracle for MySQL 
        -- Making $ 

-- Roughly quintupled staff  
-- Best releases of software 
-- Growing in rankings. 
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Oracle 

The Pythia (/ p̈͂ὤÿjÚ0-!Bodjfou!Hsffl;!óÿμ [pyΈ῁tᾪi.aΈ]), 

commonly known as the Oracle of Delphi, was the name 

given to the High Priestess of the Temple of Apollo at 

Delphi who also served as the Oracle. 

 

The Pythia was established in the 8th century BC, and 

was widely credited for her prophecies inspired by being 

filled by the spirit of the god, in this case Apollo. The 

Pythian priestess emerged preeminent by the end of 7th 

century BC and would continue to be consulted until the 

4th century AD. During this period the Delphic Oracle 

was the most prestigious and authoritative oracle 

among the Greeks, and she was without doubt the most 

powerful woman of the classical world.  -- Wikipedia 

 

In antiquity, the people who went to the Oracle 

up!btl!gps!bewjdf!xfsf!lopxo!bt!Ʈdpotvmubout-Ư!

mjufsbmmz-!Ʈuiptf!xip!tffl!dpvotfm/Ư 
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The job of a priestess, especially the Pythia, was 
a respectable career for Greek women. 
Priestesses enjoyed many liberties and rewards 
for their social position, such as freedom from 
taxation, the right to own property and attend 
public events, a salary and housing provided by 
the state 

Consultants worked only the 9 warmest months 
of the year 
 



Oracle Corporation 

Oracle Corporation is an American multinational 

computer technology corporation, 

headquartered in Redwood Shores, California. 

The company primarily specializes in developing 

and marketing database software and 

technology, cloud engineered systems and 

enterprise software products ƨparticularly its 

own brands of database management systems. 

In 2015 Oracle was the second-largest software 

maker by revenue, after Microsoft. 

5 



Wants and 
Needs 
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So why do we need contributor 
agreements?? 



What do developers want? 

Want to code 

 

Want to share 

 

Want recognition (fame, 

fortune, $, groupies) 
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What do lawyers want? 

Protect employer 

 

Protect rights  

 

Want recognition (fame, 

fortune, $, groupies) for 

employer 
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What do bosses want? 

Produce 

 

Balance needs 

 

Want recognition (fame, 

fortune, $, groupies) for 

employer 
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What do we all not want?? 
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NzTRMƫt!Fwpmvujpo!
of a process 

--Send in patch, get a job, 

cannibalize development from 

community  

--Uh, how do we know software 

is 'original' 

--GPL II 

--SUN Microsystems 

--Oracle 

ƧOracle org chart  
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Why OCA 
The Oracle Contributor Agreement: 

--Make sure code comes from someone who owns it  

--What goes wrong if code not original  

--Deep pockets = Target 
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 Current 
Process 

How to file an OCA 
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 Current Process 
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-Developers/Companies discovers code/project  

-Download Oracle Contributors Agreement 

-Form checked, data entered, Developer notified 

- Code accepted 

 



The OCA  

This Oracle Contributor Agreement )ƮOCAƯ*!bqqmjft!up!boz!dpousjcvujpo!uibu!zpv!nblf!up!boz!qspevdu!ps!qspkfdu!

nbobhfe!cz!vt!)uif!ƮqspkfduƯ*-!boe!sets out the intellectual property rights you grant to us in the contributed 

materials.  Uif!ufsn!ƮvtƯ!tibmm!nfbo!Psbdmf!Joufsobujpobm!Dpsqpsbujpo/!Uif!ufsn!ƮzpvƯ!tibmm!nfbo!uif!qfstpo!ps!foujuz!

identified below. If you agree to be bound by these terms, fill in the information requested below and sign the OCA 

where indicated below. Read this agreement carefully before signing. These terms and conditions constitute a 

binding legal agreement.  

 

1. Uif!ufsn!(dpousjcvujpo(!ps!ƪdpousjcvufe!nbufsjbmtƫ!nfbot!boz!tpvsdf!dpef-!pckfdu!dpef-!qbudi-!uppm-!tbnqmf-!hsbqijd-!

specification, manual, documentation, or any other material posted or submitted by you to the project.  
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The OCA section 2  

2. With respect to any worldwide copyrights, or copyright applications and registrations, in your contribution:  

Ƴ!you hereby assign to us joint ownership , and to the extent that such assignment is or becomes invalid, ineffective or unenforceable, 

you 

hereby grant to us a perpetual, irrevocable, non-exclusive, worldwide, no-charge, royalty-free, unrestricted license to exercise all rights 

under those copyrights. This includes, at our option, the right to sublicense these same rights to third parties through mult iple levels of 

sublicensees or other licensing arrangements; 

Ƴ!zpv!bhsff!uibu!fbdi!pg!vt!dbo!ep!bmm!uijoht!jo!sfmbujpo!up!zpvs!dpousjcvujpo!bt!jg!fbdi!pg!vt!xfsf!uif!tpmf!pxofst-!boe!jg!one of us makes 

a derivative work of your contribution, the one who makes the derivative work (or has it made) will be the sole owner of that  derivative 

work; 

Ƴ!you agree that you will not assert any moral rights  in your contribution against us, our licensees or transferees; 

Ƴ!zpv!bhsff!uibu!xf!nbz!sfhjtufs!b!dpqzsjhiu!jo!zpvs!dpousjcvujpo!boe!fyfsdjtf!bmm!pxofstijq!sjhiut!bttpdjbufe!xjui!ju<!boe 

Ƴ!zpv!bhsff!uibu!ofjuifs!pg!vt!ibt!boz!evuz!up!dpotvmu!xjui-!pcubjo!uif!dpotfou!pg-!qbz!ps!sfoefs!bo!bddpvoujoh!up!uif!puifs!for any use or 

distribution of your contribution.  
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The OCA section 3  

3. With respect to any patents you own, or that you can license without payment to any 

third party, you hereby grant to us a perpetual, 

irrevocable, non-exclusive, worldwide, no -charge, royalty-free license to: 

Ƴ!nblf-!ibwf!nbef-!vtf-!tfmm-!pggfs!up!tfmm-!jnqpsu-!boe!puifsxjtf!usbotgfs!zpvs!dpousjcvujpo!

in whole or in part, alone or in combination with 

or included in any product, work or materials arising out of the project to which your 

contribution was submitted, and  

Ƴ!bu!pvs!pqujpo-!up!tvcmjdfotf!uiftf!tbnf!sjhiut!up!uijse!qbsujft!uispvhi!nvmujqmf!mfwfmt!pg!

sublicensees or other licensing arrangements. 
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OCA Section 4 

4. Except as set out above, you keep all right, title, and interest in your contribution.  The rights that 

you grant to us under these terms are effective on the date you first submitted a contribution to us, 

even if your submission took place before the date you sign these terms. Any contribution we make 

available under any license will also be made available under a suitable FSF (Free Software 

Foundation) or OSI (Open Source Initiative) approved license. 
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OCA Section 5 

5. You covenant, represent, warrant and agree that: 

Ƴ!each contribution that you submit is and shall be an original work of authorship and you can legally 

grant the rights set out in this OCA ; 

Ƴ!up!uif!cftu!pg!zpvs!lopxmfehf-!fbdi!contribution will not violate any third party's copyrights, 

trademarks, patents, or other intellectual property rights ; and 

Ƴ!fbdi!dpousjcvujpo!tibmm!cf!jo!dpnqmjbodf!xjui!V/T/!fyqpsu!dpouspm!mbxt!boe!puifs!bqqmjdbcmf!fyqpsu!

and import laws.  

 

You agree to notify us if you become aware of any circumstance which would make any of the 

foregoing representations inaccurate in any respect. Oracle may publicly disclose your participation in 

the project, including the fact that you have signed the OCA. 
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OCA Section 6 

6. This OCA is governed by the laws of 

the State of California and applicable 

U.S. Federal law. Any choice of law 

rules will not apply 
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The the Oracle 
Contributor 
Agreement itself  
is under a Creative 
Common License 
http://www.oracle.com/technetwork/community/oca-486395.html 
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