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WEB PRESENTING: GEAR TIPS + ENHANCING YOUR REMOTE STUDIO

KubeCon CloudNativeCon

Thank you for speaking at KubeCon + CloudNativeCon Europe 2020 Virtual! Please take a
moment to review these tips for enhancing the quality of your presentation, whether pre-recorded
or live. In order to give the attendees/viewers the best experience, we strongly encourage you to
use our various tips and gear recommendations towards that enhancement.

Good audio is important. All recorded or live webcasts have audio (some presenters
choose not to use video) and this is the most important element that reinforces

your presentation slides. Here are some enhancement options beyond your built-in
microphone. The first two options are better choices if you are part of a panel and need
to hear the audio feed from other participants.

A headset with microphone, even if it's earbud type with the mic on the lanyard.
It's about isolating microphone pick-up from ambient noises within your recording/
streaming space. Obviously, there is a visual distraction having a headset on your
person — but really that's a personal choice. Input via USB or single mini-jack is
typical or it can be dual minijack for older laptops/PCs. Make sure you purchase
one with the connection that corresponds to your computer's inputs.

External microphone (condenser recommended mg% { [
: ) . e L

over dynamic*) usually via a USB connection *“‘Wﬁ / _

(e.g.Blue / Rhode / Razer brands). This type - /W ; : "

of microphone allows you to keep your mouth
somewhat distant from the microphone, not ¢ *
up very close. You should try to keep it out of the video shot. *A dynamic microphone is better
for capturing loud, strong sounds (drums or loud vocals), particularly in a live setting, whereas
a condenser microphone is used to capture more delicate sounds and higher frequencies,
particularly in a studio setting.

External microphone built into your webcam. Often better quality than your built-in laptop microphone.

In general, it's best to be in a controlled environment with little to no background noise and mute all other audio
devices that are not necessary. Please also note that wired microphones are best versus blue-tooth controlled and
we strongly discourage you from using your built-in microphone on your laptop.



https://events.linuxfoundation.org/kubecon-cloudnativecon-europe/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=search&utm_campaign=KC_CNC_Virtual&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIieTYi9GJ6gIVTtbACh3kpwbWEAAYASAAEgJBGPD_BwE
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Some laptop cameras are of poor quality, especially in sub-optimal
lighting situations. An external webcam can help achieve a better
image for your audience.

X Add an external webcam. 1080p preferred or 720p at a minimum.
Typically, either will be better quality than the built-in camera
on your laptop. They often have an autofocus function and auto
lighting adjustments that help you get a better camera feed in less
than optimal lighting conditions.

LIGHTING

It's best to optimize the ambient lighting within your space first. There should be no window or strong light
source behind you that darkens your face and no strong light source from one side that casts a shadow on the
opposite side of your face. Good ambient lighting from your ceiling lights or windows may be enough as long as
they are in front of you. Diffused lighting is better than harsh, direct lighting.

X If your image still appears dark, try adding a portable lamp or light source (somewhere behind or off to the side
of your camera), casting light back onto your face and diffuse the light as best you can.

X Here's a helpful video with a bit more detail —it's only four minutes.

POSITIONING + BACKGROUND

X Background — keep it clean and uncluttered. It's
great to show off your personality/style in your
home, just be sure to keep everything appropriate
for a general audience. A plain wall is also just fine,
no need to overdo it.

X Position the camera as close as possible at your
eye level, not pointing up towards your nose or
the ceiling, or down towards the floor. It can be as
simple as raising your laptop via a few books. Or if
you have an external webcam, position it on the top
edge or close to the top of the screen from which
you are advancing your slides/notes.

X Keep eye contact with the camera just like you
would look at your audience during an in-person
presentation.



https://youtu.be/rGcAM1CNEU0
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Presentation remote / clicker — Although it is not necessary, it can help to keep your
eyes directed at your screen/camera and stop you from looking down or leaning
forward to hit the spacebar or arrow keys. Consider giving your presentation
standing up, walking around in camera view, vs sitting down.

Connectivity — Wired ethernet is better than Wi-Fi. Turn off your VPN if you use
one and avoid using other devices within your home internet network space that
decrease the total bandwidth available to you.

Computer — Close all other applications that are not needed and close background
applications that are running. Mute all notifications and messaging systems that
could interrupt your presentation.

Plan ahead! A lot of the webcasting equipment mentioned above is currently in high demand and could be out of
stock or on back-order from retailers. Below are some of the most popular and more commonly available products
out there. If you are looking to purchase, please look online at your preferred retailer for availability.

Headset Microphones:
Logitech / Plantronics —i.e. Logitech H111 (amazon) / Logitech H390 (BestBuy, amazon) / Plantronics C225
(amazon)

External Microphones:
Blue / Samson —i.e. Blue Snowball (amazon, BestBuy) / Blue Yeti (amazon, BestBuy) / Samson Meteor (amazon,
BestBuy) / Samson G-Track (amazon, BestBuy)

Webcams:

Good value — Logitech C270/ (amazon, BestBuy)

Value + added features — Logitech B525/C615 (amazon, BestBuy)

Higher resolution, better microphone — Logitech 9series (amazon, amazon, BestBuy) / Microsoft LifeCam (amazon)

More info — https://www.tomsguide.com/news/where-to-buy-webcams-now-these-retailers-have-stock

Presentation remotes:
Logitech / Canon / Kensington / SMK — amazon, Canon, BestBuy
Tested and recommended for PC or Mac — Logitech R400, R800, Spotlight / Canon PR500, PR100

If you have any questions or concerns about technical equipment, please reach out to speakers@cncf.io.



https://www.amazon.com/Logitech-981-000612-Stereo-Headset-H111/dp/B00YJJB7YG/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=logitech+h111&qid=1590951220&sr=8-1
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/logitech-h390-usb-headset-with-noise-canceling-microphone-black/9618932.p?skuId=9618932
https://www.amazon.com/Logitech-Headset-H390-Noise-Cancelling/dp/B000UXZQ42/ref=sr_1_1?crid=NCYNXBK7K9E5&dchild=1&keywords=logitech+headset&qid=1590951567&sprefix=logitech+%2Caps%2C210&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Plantronics-205204-02-Blackwire-C225-Headset/dp/B01BUAT3L0/ref=sr_1_4?dchild=1&keywords=plantronics+headset&qid=1590951906&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/Blue-Snowball-Condenser-Microphone-Cardioid/dp/B006DIA77E/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=blue+microphone&qid=1590952849&sr=8-3
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/blue-microphones-snowball-ice-usb-microphone/5895804.p?skuId=5895804
https://www.amazon.com/Blue-Yeti-USB-Microphone-Blackout/dp/B00N1YPXW2/ref=sxin_7?ascsubtag=amzn1.osa.5b7bf29c-391f-4a90-b7d3-53ca149ca38b.ATVPDKIKX0DER.en_US&creativeASIN=B00N1YPXW2&cv_ct_cx=blue+yeti&cv_ct_id=amzn1.osa.5b7bf29c-391f-4a90-b7d3-53ca149ca38b.ATVPDKIKX0DER.en_US&cv_ct_pg=search&cv_ct_wn=osp-single-source&dchild=1&keywords=blue+yeti&linkCode=oas&pd_rd_i=B00N1YPXW2&pd_rd_r=6bed078d-485b-402f-8c81-7348f8c92631&pd_rd_w=QRhVk&pd_rd_wg=f8rDC&pf_rd_p=bc1f22df-1f73-4582-9d4c-c47321af5fa2&pf_rd_r=XP786J05EX1390Z38TVX&qid=1590953044&sr=1-1-72d6bf18-a4db-4490-a794-9cd9552ac58d&tag=interesting_things_os-20
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/blue-microphones-yeti-usb-multi-pattern-electret-condenser-microphone/4758301.p?skuId=4758301
https://www.amazon.com/Samson-Meteor-Studio-Condenser-Microphone/dp/B004MF39YS/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Samson+Meteor&qid=1592335745&sr=8-1
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/samson-meteor-usb-microphone-with-noise-cancellation-software/5213400.p?skuId=5213400
https://www.amazon.com/Samson-G-Track-Pro-Studio-Condenser/dp/B075KL6ZLC/ref=sr_1_4?crid=3N2B7QO1892XE&dchild=1&keywords=samson+microphone&qid=1590953364&s=musical-instruments&sprefix=sAMS%2Cmi%2C220&sr=1-4
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/samson-g-track-pro-usb-microphone/5893104.p?skuId=5893104
https://www.amazon.com/Logitech-C270-720pixels-Black-webcam/dp/B01BGBJ8Y0/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=Logitech+C270%2F&qid=1592335816&sr=8-3
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/logitech-hd-webcam-c270-black/9928354.p?skuId=9928354
https://www.amazon.com/Logitech-960-000841-B525-HD-Webcam/dp/B005GU0FPY/ref=sr_1_17?dchild=1&keywords=logitech+webcam&qid=1590955742&s=musical-instruments&sr=8-17
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/logitech-hd-webcam-c615-black/2588445.p?skuId=2588445
https://www.amazon.com/Logitech-C920-Pro-Webcam-Black/dp/B00829D0GM/ref=sr_1_4?dchild=1&keywords=logitech+webcam&qid=1590956180&s=musical-instruments&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01GRE7W9O/ref=dp_cerb_3
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/logitech-pro-webcam-black/4503702.p?skuId=4503702
https://www.amazon.com/Microsoft-LifeCam-Studio-for-Business/dp/B004ABO7QI/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=microsoft+webcam&qid=1590956563&s=musical-instruments&sr=8-1
https://www.tomsguide.com/news/where-to-buy-webcams-now-these-retailers-have-stock
https://www.amazon.com/Best-Sellers-Office-Products-Presentation-Remotes/zgbs/office-products/160358011
https://shop.usa.canon.com/shop/en/catalog/presentation-remotes#facet:&productBeginIndex:0&orderBy:11&pageView:grid&pageSize:&
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/searchpage.jsp?st=presentation+remote&_dyncharset=UTF-8&_dynSessConf=&id=pcat17071&type=page&sc=Global&cp=1&nrp=&sp=&qp=&list=n&af=true&iht=y&usc=All+Categories&ks=960&keys=keys
mailto:speakers@cncf.io

