For the first time ever, Open Source Summit + Embedded
Linux Conference North America was held virtually. This year’s
event gathered 4,183 attendees from 2,344 organizations in
109 countries around the globe. 58% hailed from the United
States, Canada, and Mexico.
This year’s event attracted a diverse mix of professionals
from across the open source ecosystem.
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T his summit superseded my expectations. The virtual platform was
easy to use and seamless. All the talks I attended had something
important to take away for me and helped me learn a lot of new things.
The best part is that the talks I couldn’t attend due to time zone
differences can be viewed on demand, so that one doesn’t miss out.
I had a great networking experience too. Overall it was a pleasure
to be a part of this event and I’d love to attend more in the future.

Exceptional Content
Featuring 250+ talks including keynotes, tutorials, breakout sessions, BoFs and
lightning talks, Open Source Summit + Embedded Linux Conference delivered
top-notch content across 14 technology topic tracks including: Embedded,
Cloud and Linux 101 Essentials, AI/ML/DL, Cloud Infrastucture, Community
Leadership, Diversity & Inclusion, Embedded Technologies, IoT, Linux Systems,
Open Source Databases and more.
This year’s Program Committee was one of our largest to date. It included
59 members with 38% women. Together, they reviewed 816 submissions
from our CFP, a 31% increase in submissions from 2019.

Beyond keynotes and conference sessions, OSS & ELC 2020 featured:
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Sponsor Showcase
In addition to content provided by industry leaders, OSS + ELC NA hosted a
virtual sponsor showcase of 28 sponsor booths, featuring interactive demos,
downloadable resources, and 1:1 chat with booth representatives. Over 3,500
documents were downloaded by attendees directly from sponsor booths.

3,026 attendees visited the
sponsor showcase to learn
about the latest projects and
products and interact with
other community members.

Sponsors collected
an average of 407
badge scans, with
one sponsor collecting
1,100 individual scans.

I think the experience was superb, it was well coordinated. Kudos to
everyone who contributed to making this happen.

It was my first time attending the event but the amount of knowledge
I gained in this is like I have attended every year. I will never let
opportunity like attending this pass by.

If you want to learn, then being online last
week was the place to be. The presentations
absolutely added to my knowledge base. If
you weren’t able to attend, you’ll want to
be sure to take advantage of the on-demand
recordings. I was in attendance, and I still
intend to view the recordings, and to share
with my colleagues.

Networking
The OSS + ELC Slack Workspace served as the main form of networking
during the event, and was the virtual “Hallway Track” where attendees could
collaborate, network, and have fun. Channels included track-specific topics
such as #2-track-diversity-inclusion, #2-track-internet-of-things, #2-trackcloud-infrastructure, and more. There were also specific channels for all things
networking and fun such as #3-ntwk-newtoos, #4-fun-pets, #4-fun-share-yourworkspace, and each sponsor had their own channel to network on and hold
further discussions.

Top 5 Channels:

#1-random
(2,067
messages)

#2-trackyoctoproject
(4,179
messages)

#3-ntwkasktheexperts-a
(894 messages)

Total messages sent:

50,569

#2-trackcommunityleadershipospo-todo
(1,040
messages)

#2-trackembeddedlinux
(3,298
messages)

Diversity
• 23% of speakers at OSSNA 2020 identified as women or non-binary. 16% of ELCNA
speakers identified as women or non-binary, an 8% increase from ELCNA 2019.
• Women and non-binary individuals comprised 17% of OSSNA attendees this year,
a drop from 2019 which had 21%.
• 14% of ELCNA attendees identified as women or non-binary, a small increase from
13% in 2019.
We continue to increase efforts moving forward to help grow these numbers in 2021 and beyond.

Community Support
To encourage and increase the participation
of a diverse community, The Linux Foundation
offers diversity and need-based registration
scholarships to our conferences. For Open
Source Summit + Embedded Linux Conference
North America 2020 this year, we provided:
• 233 Diversity Scholarships
• 213 Need-Based Registration Scholarships

Through OSS/ELC, I came across a great and selfless group of people
from all over the world who are making positive impact on society
in a profound way.

Event Experiences
Beyond top-notch educational content, Open Source Summit + Embedded
Linux Conference North America 2020 offered a plethora of activities designed
to connect and strengthen our community and attendees’ experiences, including:
• S
 peed Mentoring Session which enabled
36 mentees to learn from and discuss
professional goals and challenges with
12 mentors on career, community and
technical topics.
• A
 sk the Experts sessions were held daily where
14 community leaders across a range of topics
answered attendee questions and provided
career advice, tips on participating in an open
source project, and technical expertise.
• 3
 17 attendees participated in the Technical
Writing Workshop led by Lindsey Anne Thorne,
Managing Director at Vaco, and learned the do’s
and don’ts of writing a technical resume.
• T
 he Driving Innovation through Allyship
Workshop presented by Emergent Technologist
Christopher Lafayette, had 74 attendees join
to learn how to help support black people and
other groups that have been systematically
oppressed and create a future where we can
all participate and benefit from innovation.

Everything was perfect, there were no glitches or problems in the
virtual event, all the important updates were regularly emailed to us
and the support staff was always there to help us.
This was a great, great investment of my time. The educational value
was tremendous. Many thanks to the organizers for having this event.
• 2
 ,316 attendees competed to win Trivia and
Badges within the platform
• 1
 ,014 attendees participated in the fun games
in the Red Hat Arcade
• 7
 13 attendees visited the Zen Zone for some
much-needed relaxation

This summit has been an amazing
experience!! Very welcoming, very
inclusive, and empowering! It filled
me with hope and courage to continue
my path in technology, and helped
me view things from a different
perspective. I will definitely join
the next in person summit!

OSS + ELC North America Demographics
• 4,183 registrants with 87% participating in the virtual experience
• Attendees from 2,344 organizations
• Attendees from 109 countries
• 58% of attendees from the United States, Canada, and Mexico
• 17% of attendees identified as women or non-binary individuals
• 3,026 attendees visited the sponsor showcase

Industry

Job Level

Job Function

• Information Technology 66%
• Non Profit Organization 8%
• Industrials 8%
• Professional Services 6%
• Health Care 3%
• Financials 3%
• Consumer Discretionary 3%
• Energy 2%
• Consumer Staples 1%
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OSS + ELC North America Demographics

Absolutely
fantastic. The site
is well organized.
I immediately felt
comfortable in the
environment.

Country

• North America 58%

Bermuda, Canada, Greenland, Mexico,
United States

• Europe 18%

Aland Islands, Austria, Belarus, Belgium,
Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic,
Denmark, Finland, France, Greece,
Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Isle of Man,
Italy, Kosovo, Luxembourg, Netherlands,
Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania,
Serbia, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland, Ukraine, United Kingdom

• Asia 14%

Afghanistan, Bangladesh, China,
Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Japan,
Kazakhstan, Laos, Malaysia, Nepal,
Pakistan, Phillippines, Russian Federation,
Singapore, South Korea , Sri Lanka,
Taiwan, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Vietnam

• Africa 3%

Algeria, Botswana, Cameroon, Cote
d’Ivoire, Ethopia, Ghana, Kenya, Malawi,
Morocco, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal,
Sierra Leone, South Africa, Togo, Tunisia,
Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe

• South America 3%

Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia,
Ecuador, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay

• Middle East 2%

Cyprus, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Isreal, Lebanon, Saudi
Arabia, Turkey, United Arab Emirates

• Oceania 1%

Australia, French Polynesia, New Zealand

• Central America 0.75%
Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala,
Haiti, Honduras

• Caribbean 0.25%

Bahamas, Barbados, Curaçao,
Dominican Republic, Jamaica,
Puerto Rico, Trinidad and Tobago

I love the diversity
of knowledge that
was explored.
There was no limit
to what could be
discussed and I felt
engaged in every
workshop/talk
I attended.

Session Recordings
The event platform will continue to be accessible for one year so attendees
can access and view all session recordings. We will also upload all sessions onto
The Linux Foundation YouTube Channel in the coming months and they will
include captioning for all sessions.

Talk about an eye-opening
experience...the community
itself made every bit of the
event absolutely worth it.

Social Media Highlights
Twitter
• With the Open Source Summit + Embedded Linux Conference North America 2020 Virtual
Experience being entirely online this year, we made a concentrated effort to create a diligent
and precise social media plan to engage with our community, as well as expand our reach and
drive new awareness.
• Impressions were driven by promotional content, including informational post series such as:
“Why Attend” and “Explore the Track”, and promotion of individual sessions, speakers,
sponsors, blog posts, news announcements, and live-tweeting.

Here is the year to year comparison between our hashtags #ossummit and #lfelc for the
date range over OSS + ELC NA 2019 and 2020, showing a 184% increase in impressions for
#ossummit and a 2014% increase in impressions for #lfelc.

2019 (Aug 14 - 24):

2020 (June 22 - July 3)

Social Media Highlights
Twitter engagement on @linuxfoundation spiked during the Open Source Summit + Embedded
Linux Conference North America 2020 Virtual Experience. Below are the stats between June 9,
2020 - July 7, 2020. In this 28 day period, we saw substantial increases across the board
in tweet impressions (increase of 140.4%), profile visits (increase of 36.6%), mentions
(increase of 71.4%), and followers (increase of 2,461).

Here are the breakdowns for @linuxfoundation for May, June and July, which show
just how large and engaged our audience was during the OSS + ELC NA Virtual Experience.
This includes a 203% increase in tweet impressions from May 2020 to June 2020.

Social Media Highlights
Engagement with #OSSummit from June 22 - July 3, 2020
(impressions, total tweets & contributors):

I attended it for the first time and enjoyed every minute of the
conference. Looking forward to the next one in Vancouver in 2021.

Social Media Highlights
Engagement with #lfelc June 22 - July 3, 2020
(impressions, total tweets & contributors):

I just have two words - mind blowing. This was my first ever event I have
attended in tech. Coming from a society where you hear little or nothing about
Linux and open source, I am glad I was part of this event. It was so inspirational
seeing people sacrificing their time for the growth of this community.

Social Media Highlights
Facebook
Posts from The Linux Foundation’s Facebook
page garnered 211K impressions from June
22 - July 3, achieving over 1200 individual
engagements. Facebook ads reached over 75K
people, delivering 170K impressions.

Linkedin
From June 8 - July 8, 2020, The Linux Foundation’s
LinkedIn page increased by 5.8K followers for a
total of 106,125. Posts made to our page have
garnered 370K impressions (a 362% increase
from 2019’s event period impressions).

I wasn’t expecting much from a Virtual Summit. I was wrong.
It was spectacular and I enjoyed every minute!

I loved the virtual platform. Many companies will not pay for travel
to conferences and the virtual platform allows people to attend
who would not otherwise be able to.

Attending the online only OSS + ELC 2020
proved to be time spent very well. I got a
pile of new ideas to explore further. The
conference format including the way of
asking questions worked well for me and
the presenters did a very good job. Thanks to
all who helped setting up this event. Highly
appreciated. I will be back. In person or on
the receiving end of a stream.

Media & Analyst Results
The OSS + ELC North America 2020 Virtual Experience brought an excited group of media
to the event, eager to check out the virtual experience and see what’s new in the world of
open source. We welcomed: CBS Interactive/ZDNet, Channel Futures/Channel Partners,
IDC, ISG, LWN.net, opensource.com, TechJournalist, TeleSemana.com, The Register,
ThinkIR, Virtualization Review, and more.
Thanks to news announcements and articles written, we saw an aggregated readership of 1.3B
during our event window (June 25 - July 7, 2020), including online news (1.2B) and blogs (81.8M).

Media Highlights
Here are a few media highlights from this year’s event:
InfoWorld: Linus Torvalds longs for Apple’s ARM-based Mac
ITProToday: FinOps Foundation Brings New Focus to Cloud Costs
LinuxInsider: The Linux Foundation’s First-Ever Virtual Open Source Summit
LWN.net: Btrfs at Facebook
MobileIDWorld: Zephyr Strengthens Security of Open-Source IoT OS
SearchDataManagement: SODA Foundation launches to unify open source data management
Softpedia: Linus Torvalds Says He’s No Longer a Programmer; My Job Is to Say No
The New Stack: Linus Torvalds on Diversity, Longevity, Rust, and ARM Chips
The Register: ‘It’s really hard to find maintainers...’ Linus Torvalds ponders the future of Linux
The Register: Scala contributor: Open source and diversity key to tackling dev skills shortage
TFiR: FinOps Foundation Joins Linux Foundation
ZDNet: Linus Torvalds on the future of Linux kernel developers and development
ZDNet: SODA Foundation expands cloud data autonomy plans
ZDNet: FinOps Foundation joins The Linux Foundation to nail down best cloud financial practices

Save The Date for 2021
OSS + ELC NA 2021 will be back
in person next year! Mark your calendar
for August 4-6, 2021, and join us in
Vancouver, Canada!

